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A Banner Year for Membership!

43 New Members

7 Reinstatements
| Transfer In

34 Supplemental Patriots Approved
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From the Desk of the President

Presidents Message

Compatriots,

As my term of office comes to a close, I would like to =8
reflect on several accomplishments achieved over the
past two years.

Membership in the Nebraska Society has reached a
historic high. A new chapter has been established in
North Platte, a Ladies Auxiliary has been chartered,
and Liberty Trees have been dedicated in numerous
communities across the state. These achievements
were the result of the efforts of many dedicated indi-
viduals, and the credit rightly belongs to them.

The coming year promises to be a busy one, with numerous America 250
events offering opportunities for meaningful participation. The color guard
has a full slate of potential events, and we are now receiving program re-
quests from individuals and organizations who are seeking us out, rather
than the color guard initiating contact. While not every request can be ful-
filled—working every weekend would place an unreasonable burden on our
members—public visibility remains a key driver of membership growth,
and active involvement is essential to retention.

Member retention is not a new challenge. Even General George Washington
faced similar difficulties, as many soldiers’ enlistments expired on Decem-
ber 31. On December 19, 1777, the Continental Army entered winter en-
campment at Valley Forge. With few buildings available, the troops con-
structed huts from local timber and devoted themselves to intensive train-
ing. When the camp broke six months later, the army had been transformed
into a disciplined and effective fighting force.

The Nebraska Society faces a comparable challenge today: engaging new
compatriots while avoiding burnout. Success depends on thoughtful plan-
ning, effective execution, and the del-
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Our Newest Compatriots

Welcome New Members!

Michael Joseph Jude Clemens #235583 Robert Austin Knight #235584

Patriot: Absalom Willey (DE)
Omaha Chapter

Steven Bryant Butler #235907
Patriot: Stacey Applegate (VA)
Platte River Chapter

Alan Lou Johnson #236068
Patriot: Samuel McWilliams (PA)
Lincoln Chapter

Louis Gray Kunkel #236285
Patriot: Joseph Spencer (VA)
Lincoln Chapter

Paul Howard Burright #200016
Patriot: Benjamin Beeson (NC)
Omaha Chapter

Dan J. Davis #225157
Patriot: Francis McConnell (NdJ)
Omaha Chapter

Robert Lee Knott, Jr. #167712
Patriot: Jonas Sikes/Sykes, Sr. (VA)
Patriot: Dicey Moon Scott (VA)

Patriot: Absalom Willey (DE)
Omaha Chapter

Paul Douglas Callenius #235908
Patriot: Robert Colburn (NdJ)
Platte River Chapter

Eric John Schaible #236069
Patriot: Petrus Palen (NY)
Omaha Chapter

Jeffrey Dean Logan #236286

Patriot: Henry Wisner, Sr. (NY)
Omaha Chapter

Supplementals
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Benjamin Lee Knight #235585
Patriot: Absalom Willey (DE)
Omaha Chapter

William Bruce Fay #235909
Patriot: Jesse David Reynolds (VA)
Lincoln Chapter

Emerson Roberts Bailey III #236284
Patriot: Samuel Gray (RI)
Platte River Chapter

Andrew L. Sullivan #217396
Patriot: Ebenezer Hopkins (NJ)
Omaha Chapter

Nicholas John Mizaur #160582
Patriot: Dewalt Ankeny (MD)
Patriot: Balzar Leffel (PA)

Omaha Chapter

Patriot: Ephraim Pool (SC)
Patriot: Robert Bradley (VA)
Omaha Chapter

Reinstatements

Thomas Allen Quest #125105
Patriot: James Banks (PA)
Omaha Chapter

Todd Douglas Fleischer #229598
Patriot: Matthew Gault (PA)
Omaha Chapter

Congratulations and Welcome to all our new Compatriots!
Congratulations to our Compatriots who had Supplemental applications approved!
We are glad to have you as active members with the Nebraska SAR!!
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Revolutionary History—America 250

On December 8, 1775, Lord Dunmore sent Captain Samuel Leslie, and a contingent of Redcoats from Norfolk to Fort
Murray, west of Great Bridge. They arrived on the morning of December 9, and made preparations to attack the
Americans, who were camped at Great Bridge. As the British forces advanced over the bridge, the Americans pushed
them back. Colonel Woodford led the American troops over the bridge and eventually pushed them back to Fort Mur-
ray. The British left the next day and retreated back to Norfolk.

This article appeared in the Pennsylvania Evening Post, on Jan 6, 1776, about the battle:

“This morning, after reveille beating, two or three great guns and some muskets were discharged from the enemy’s
fort near Great Bridge, which, as it was not an unusual thing, was little regarded by Colonel Woodford. However,
soon after, he heard a call to the soldiers to stand to their arms; upon which, with all expedition, he made the proper
disposition to receive the enemy.

In the meantime, the enemy had crossed the bridge, fired the remaining houses on the island, and some large piles of
shingles, and attacked our guard in the breastwork. Our men returned the fire and threw them into some confusion,
but they were instantly rallied by Captain Fordyce, and advanced along the causeway with great resolution, keeping
up a constant and heavy fire as they approached.

Two field-pieces, which had been brought across the bridge and planted on the edge of the island, facing the left of our
breastwork, played briskly at the same time upon us. Lieut. Travis, who commanded in the breastwork, ordered his
men to reserve their fire till the enemy came within the distance of fifty yards, and then they gave it to them with
terrible execution.

The brave Fordyce exerted himself to keep up their spirits, reminded them of their ancient glory, and, waving his hat
over his head, encouragingly told them the day was their own. Thus pressing forward, he fell within fifteen steps of
the breastwork. His wounds were many, and his death would have been that of a hero, had he met it in a better
cause.

The progress of the enemy was now at an end; they retreated over the causeway with precipitation, and were dread-
fully galled in the rear. Hitherto, on our side, only the guard, consisting of twenty-five, and some others, upon the
whole not amounting to more than ninety, had been engaged.

Only the regulars of the 14th Regiment, in number one hundred and twenty, had advanced upon the causeway, and
about two hundred and thirty Tories and negroes had, after crossing the bridge, continued upon the island. The regu-
lars, after retreating along the causeway, were again rallied by Captain Leslie, and the two field-pieces continued to
play upon our men.

Continued on Page 5 ———
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Revolutionary History—America 250

Continued from Page 4 ————

It was at this time that Colonel Woodford was advancing down the street to the breastwork with the main body, and
against him was now directed the whole fire of the enemy. Never were cannon better served; but yet, in the face of
them and the musketry which kept up a continual blaze, our men marched on with the utmost intrepidity.

Colonel Stevens, of the Culpeper battalion, was sent around to the left to flank the enemy, which was done with such
activity and spirit that a rout immediately ensued. The enemy fled into their fort, leaving behind them the two field-
pieces, which, however, they took care to spike up with nails. Many were killed and wounded in the flight, but Colonel
Woodford very prudently restrained his troops from urging their pursuit too far.

From the beginning of the attack till the repulse from the breastwork might be about fourteen or fifteen minutes; till
the total defeat, upwards of half an hour.

It is said that some of the enemy preferred death to captivity, from a fear of being scalped, which Lord Dunmore inhu-
manly told them would be their fate should they be taken alive. Thirty-one killed and wounded fell into our hands,
and the number borne off was much greater.

Through the whole of the engagement, every officer and soldier behaved with the greatest courage and calmness. The
conduct of our sentinels we cannot pass over in silence. Before they quitted their stations, they fired at least three
rounds as the enemy were crossing the bridge, and one of them, who was posted behind some shingles, kept his
ground till he had fired eight times; and after receiving a whole platoon, made his escape over the causeway into our
breastwork.

The scene was closed with as much humanity as it had been conducted with bravery. The work of death being over,
everyone’s attention was directed to the succor of the unhappy sufferers, and it is an undoubted fact that Captain
Leslie was so affected with the tenderness of our troops towards those who were yet capable of assistance, that he
gave signs from the fort of his thankfulness for it.

What is not to be paralleled in history, and will scarcely appear credible, except to such as acknowledge a Providence
over human affairs, this victory was gained at the expense of no more than a slight wound in a soldier’s hand; and one
circumstance which renders it still more amazing is, that the field-pieces raked the whole length of the street, and
absolutely threw double-headed shot as far as the church; and afterwards, as our troops ajaproached, cannonaded
them heavily with grape-shot.”

Taken from: American History Central—americanhistorycentral.com

e
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Chapter Chatter

Omaha Chapter

The Omaha Chapter had a busy 4th quarter, inducting new members and celebrating numerous approved Supple-
mental patriots and applications for many chapter members. Long time Omaha Chapter member, Bob Knott now
has 37 proven Patriots, the most of any past or present Nebraska SAR member in history, and he is still researching
more!

Omaha also held their year end review and chapter awards night in November. Andrew Nehls and Dan Davis were
awarded the Chapter Roger Sherman medals, for their outstanding work in the Chapter, Kameron Heffner was pre-
sented with his Color Guard lapel pin for completing his first year of color guard duty, and Chapter First Lady, Janet
Sly, was presented with the Chapter Lydia Darragh Medal for her support of outgoing President Jim Sly.

Omaha brought in 20 new members this year, and existing members had 34 supplemental patriots approved in 2025!

Omaha also held elections for officers for the coming 2026-2027 term of office. Elected for this term are: President,
Mark Byars; Vice President, Dan Davis; Secretary, Chadwick Callenius; and Treasurer, Andrew Nehls.

Lincoln Chapter

Lincoln Chapter inducted numerous new members in the 4th quarter, as well.

Lincoln brought in 15 new members this year, which turned out to be a banner year for the Chapter in membership
growth.

Lincoln held elections prior to the Fall State Meeting and those elected for the 2026-27 term are: President, David
Ensign; Vice President, Jerry Lippencott; Secretary, John Braisted; and Treasurer, John Reinert.
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Chapter Chatter

Platte River Chapter

The Platte River Chapter sponsored a Compatriot Grave Marking ceremony for Compatriot LeRoyce White #156492, on
Oct 13. Compatriot White was a member at large out in North Platte, long before we had a chapter in that city, and the
chapter members chose to honor him as an SAR Compatriot.

Chapter elections were held for the 2026-2027 term of office. As the chapter is so new, and a full two year term has not
been completed, Officers were kept in place for the full next term. Chapter officers will be: President, Rich Hulse; Vice
President, Ron Roberts; Secretary, Rich Hulse; Treasurer, Sam Kinsinger; Registrar, Thomas Corey.

Message from the Editor

As I move into new areas of responsibility within both the State Society, as your in-
coming State President, as well as being more active in the National Society, I am
stepping down as the editor of The Husker Patriot. This edition will be my last.

I have been the editor since I took over the duty in 2019, and it has been my honor to
bring 4 editions of this newsletter to you, the members, every year for these last six
years. Bob Knott and Bill Webb began The Husker Patriot back in 2011, and in that
time we have won national awards for the newsletter and also been runner up many
years. It has been fun to see this publication grow and to see the growth in our Ne-
braska SAR, through all the activities and articles over that time. As we approach
200 members within the Nebraska SAR, it is time for a new era of the newsletter, as well!

Fear not, your newsletter will be in good hands. Compatriot Peter Heineman #150471, will be taking over the duties of
the newsletter editing and distribution. Compatriot Heineman has been a member of the Nebraska SAR since 1998,
heading into his 28th year as a Nebraska Compatriot. He has been newsletter editors for various other organizations
that he belongs to, and he will put out a great product for our Society.

That being said, all new Chapter Presidents, Color Guard Commander, and Activities/Events Committee chair, please be
sure you forward all articles, content, and pictures of events for your chapter, color guard, etc. to Compatriot Heineman
at plheineman@cox.net, going forward. Thank you all! I'm looking forward to a great 2026 for the Nebraska SAR!

Paul Burright—Editor, The Husker Patriot
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Celebrating Our Long Time Members in 2025

5 Year Members

Jon Conrad Ketterling—Member at Large, Kearney, NE—dJan 10, 2020
Scott David Peterson—Omaha Chapter—dJan 17, 2020
Mike Schofield—Omaha Chapter—Mar 13, 2020
Jason Cerny—Platte River Chapter—Mar 23, 2020
John Andrew Whitler—Omaha Chapter—Aug 7, 2020
Charles Edward Real—Omaha Chapter—Aug 7, 2020

10 Year Members
John Chester Braisted—Lincoln Chapter—Mar 9, 2015

Benjamin Hassel Harvey—Omaha Chapter—Aug 17, 2015
Tom Jones—Omaha Chapter—Aug 21, 2015
Jeffrey Stuart Spencer—Omaha Chapter—Dec 18, 2015

25 Year Members—

Laverne Ellis Stetson—Lincoln Chapter—dJul 19, 2000

Congratulations to all our Long Time Compatriots. We value your long membership, and thank you for all your
contributions to the success of the Nebraska SAR!

A Message From The Nebraska SAR Color Guard—

The Nebraska Color Guard is now in possession of a drum for the Color
Guard. It is my intention to attempt to learn to play, and to play the prop-
er cadences for parades and specific commands during events.

I wanted to put this notice out to everyone, that if you already have some
aptitude for percussion, and would like to become our color guard drum-
mer, please let myself, or new Color Guard Commander, Allyn Sheldon,
know, so that we can get you set up and ready to play with us.

If we have someone who already knows percussion, it will get us to the
point of being able to use the drum at events much faster, and will add a
much improved element to our growing color guard!

Thank you for your consideration!
Paul H Burright—Past Color Guard Commander

Paul can be reached at pburright72@gmail.com

Allyn can be reached at roundtowncbo@hotmail.com
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SAR National Event
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Declaration of Independence
Philadelphia, PA
Americas Birthplace — “Ring It On”~
July 2-6, 2026

Make your hotel reservations today
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown
https://book.passkey.com/go/SONSOFTHEAMREVOLUTION2026

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday |
July 2, 2026 July 3, 2026 July 4, 2026 July 5,2026

* Reading of the * Salute to * SAR 250 * Grave Marking
Declaration Independence Celebration for 5 Signers. of
SAR Public Event Parade Public Event the Declaration
. Independence  *+ “Ring It On”  * SAR250Bench M“:em“e': :?afnthe
Hall Tour SAR Public Event Dedication Relvolution Toue

» SAR Evening *SAR Gala * Philadelphia

* Social Dinner at
Glory Beer Bar

Reception Dinner 250 Events

SONS % AMERICAN REVOLUTION

AMERICA 250

Page 9
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13th American Heritage Banquet
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SONST& AMERICAN REVOLUTION Hosted by: Lincoln Chapter, Nebraska SAR et

Celebrate your Patriotism at an afternoon with:

Thomas N. King- Colonel Thomas Doane, Massachusetts Engineer to a Nebraska

Civic and Educational Leader
St Mark’s Methodist Church. Saturday, February 21, 2026, 10:45 am
8550 Pioneers Blvd, Lincoln NE 68520

Name:
Affiliation:
Address:
Guest
Affiliation
Phone:

Dinner will be served at 12 noon

Displays of your organization are welcome. Let John know your table needs.

Registration and fees of $30.00 each includes meal. Total enclosed:
Please have your registration in before Monday, February 16, 2026
Make checks payable to: Lincoln Chapter NESSAR

Send payment to:
John R. Reinert
P O Box 83251
Lincoln, NE 68501-3251
(402) 432-9168
Jr6@aol.com

If you decide to pay at the door, please email or call John Reinert with the names and number of guests.

Humanities Nebraska (HN) provides major funding for this program. HN receives support from the National Endowment
for the Humanities, the Nebraska State Legislature, the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, and private donations.
The presentation will begin at 1pm and is open to the public at no charge.

10
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Join the Nebraska SAR Color Guard

The Nebraska SAR is looking for men who want to join the Color Guard ranks.
Are you excited to be a member of the SAR?
Do you want to be part of the face of our organization within the greater community?
Do you want to get more involved but don’t know what to do?

Don’t have your own uniform, yet? Don’t worry, we have loaner pieces you can use!

Join the Color Guard!

The Color Guard participates in many fun and exciting events throughout the year, including:
Parades
Grave Markings
Monument Dedications
Presenting the Colors at Society Meetings, Patriotic Events, and Community Sporting Events

Wreaths Across America

Contact Color Guard Commander Allyn Sheldon at roundtowncbo@hotmail.com for more info and how you can get involved!

11



Page 12 THE HUSKER PATRIOT Issue 61

=IO

= Color Guard
. Nebraska SAR

SONS i AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Saturday, October 13, 2025—Compatriot Grave Marking for LeRoyce “Whitey” White. Story on Page 14
Thursday, October 16, 2025—DAR World War II Scrap Metal Drive Marker Dedication—Omaha, NE

Members from the Omaha Color Guard participated in presenting the colors at the dedication of a DAR marker in down-
town Omaha, to signify the importance of the local scrap metal drive that took place on the homefront during the war, to
help out the war cause. Mark Byars, Allyn Sheldon, Dan Davis, and Kameron Heffner participated.

Saturday, October 25, 2025—Girl Scouts, Fun With Flags Event—Camp Catron, Nebraska City, NE

Color Guard members Paul Burright and Ron Stites participated, at the request of the Girl Scouts of America, in their
Fun With Flags Event at Camp Catron. Paul gave a short presentation of the history of the U.S. Flag, starting with our
colonial flags, then through the Revolution, the Star Spangled Banner, through the country’s expansion, to the present
day. Ron gave a presentation on the history and importance of the Pledge of Allegiance. The group than transferred to
breakout sessions, where they helped the scouts with proper flag folding, and gave a display on other colonial flags and
some Revolutionary militaria, such as the uniforms, musket, officer sword, etc.

12
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Sunday, Nov 16, 2025—Veterans Day Parade—Lincoln, NE and North Platte, NE

Members of the Color Guard participated in Veterans Day parades in two different parts of the State. Lincoln held its
Veterans Day Parade on Nov 16. This was the first parade that we used our newest patriotic trailer, able to carry
members who want to participate, but are unable to walk in parades anymore. It is a great addition to our parade
equipment. Thank you to Lincoln Compatriots Dave Ensign and Fred Lieth for contributing and building the trailer
and for Fred for driving and pulling the trailer with his truck.

A Veterans Day Parade was also held in North Platte, and this was the first year that the Platte River Chapter partic-
ipated. Members carried the Platte River Chapter’s new parade banner, and President Rich Hulse carried the Stars
and Stripes, in uniform, for the parade!

- e
25N SONS OF THE
S=\ 'AMERICAN i
; REVOLUTION |

Nebraska Society:
E hed April 26, 18

nébraskaSAR org

| % Patriotism % History % Edu

Saturday, December 20, 2025—Wreaths Across America—Prospect Hill Cemetery, Omaha, NE

Due to the weather in Omaha on Dec 13, and the terrain of the old
cemetery, Prospect Hill postponed their Wreaths Across America ac-
tivities until Dec 20. The Color Guard presented the colors for the
ceremony, and helped to lay wreaths on veteran’s graves in the ceme-
tery, including Col. Champion Chase, or first Nebraska SAR State
President.

13
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Compatriot Grave Marking-—LeRoyce “Whitey” White

On Saturday, Oct 13, the Platte River Chapter hosted a Compatriot Grave Marking for North Platte Compatriot
LeRoyce “Whitey” White.

Compatriot White’s biography from the ceremony:

“LeRoyce “Whitey” White was born July 31st,1927 at North Platte to Leon Alfred and Pear]l Louisa White. Whitey
grew up on a farm in North Platte and later helped his mother operate a hotel on Front Street. He was playing a gui-
tar in the hotel lobby at age 15 when a traveling musician asked him to fill in for a guitarist that night with the Gene

Autry Band. In his junior year of high school he moved to Winslow, Arizona, before moving to San Diego and receiv-
ing his GED.

In 1945 Whitey returned to North Platte and married Laura Jean Coville. The couple had four children from 1948 to
1957. He worked for the railroad and then they moved to Los Angeles. Whitey worked for different bands and country
singers. In 1965 Whitey formed his own country band. In 1970 they returned to North Platte where he and his broth-
er formed their own country music group. In 1972 he became the manager of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Club
where he formed a four piece house band. In 1981 his wife Jean died.

Whitey met Bette Anne Wolfe and they formed a country music duo called “The Country Smiles” They married in
1983. With wit, talent and energy Whitey played guitar and sang for nearly 50 years throughout the western states.
In recognition of his accomplishments, Whitey was inducted into the Nebraska Country Music Hall of Fame. Whitey
was the founder and owner-operator of North Platte’s Roundup advertising paper. Whitey was a member of St. Pat-
rick’s Church, The Eagles, Nebraska Country Music Association, Nebraska Country Music Hall of Fame and The
Sons of the American Revolution.”

LeRoyce White (#156492, NE #1081) was approved for membership into the Nebraska Society, Sons of the American
Revolution on September 7, 2001, by being descended from Patriot Isham Bobbitt, who was a Sergeant in the North
Carolina Militia. Compatriot White passed away March 23, 2007.

&
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SOCIETY INFORMATION

1st Quarter 2026 Meetings and
Events

Saturday, Jan 3—Lincoln Chapter Meeting, 11:00am,
Gere Branch Library, Lincoln, NE

Tuesday, Jan 13—Omaha Chapter Meeting, 6:30pm,
Gorat’s Steakhouse, Omaha, NE

Saturday, Feb 7—Lincoln Chapter Meeting, 11:00am,
Gere Branch Library, Lincoln, NE

ONS O AME ) 1 \/ G N I Tuesday, Feb 10—Omaha Chapter Meeting, 6:30pm,
SONS i AMERICAN REVOLUTION Gorat’s Steakhouse, Omaha, NE

Contact Information Update Saturday, Feb 21—American Heritage Banquet, 11am,
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, Lincoln, NE
If you, as a Nebraska SAR Member, have recently

had a change of address, telephone number, or
email contact information, please inform State Sec-

retary, Dale Wostrel at dwostrel43@gmail.com. Tuesday, Mar 10—Omaha Chapter Meeting, 6:30pm,
Gorat’s Steakhouse, Omaha, NE

Saturday, Mar 7—Lincoln Chapter Meeting, 11:00am,
Gere Branch Library, Lincoln, NE

Help us keep our records up to date!

SAR Applications

Thursday, Mar 12—Platte River Chapter Meeting,
1pm, Lincoln Co Hist Museum, North Platte, NE

Sunday, Mar 14—St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 1lam,
Omaha, NE

Saturday, Mar 28—Board of Managers Meeting, 11am,
Please submit all applications through the online ap- Sean O’Casey’s, Omaha, NE
plication system at www.sar.org. If you have any

. K Looking ahead
questions, contact the State Registrar, Mark Byars.

Sunday, April 19—Spring State Meeting, 2pm,
Mahoney State Park, Ashland, NE

Contact information for Compatriot Byars:
Mark A. Byars
5519 N. 165th St.
Omaha, NE 68116

Email: markabyars@gmail.com

Social Media and Online Presence

Nebraska SAR is online! Visit the Nebraska SAR website at www.nebraskasar.org.
Nebraska SAR Facebook page: www.facebook.com/NebraskaSocietySAR
Omaha SAR Facebook page: www.facebook.com/OmahaSAR

Omaha SAR Instagram page: www.instagram.com/omahasar
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